





observations, interactive and student-centered activitics enhanced leamers’ interaction and motivation
substantially. Specifically, group and pair discussions supported increased confidence in expressing one’s
ideas and taking proactive steps to improve the process. Analysis of written work showed great
improvement in the students” ability to construct argumentative essays. Numerous students were able to
develop the thesis statement, structure their thoughts, and back it up with significant evidence. At the same
time, students progressed in making use of discourse markers like however, therefore, and on the other
hand, which aided greater coherence and unity of their writing than was the case when they began. In
addition, the incorporation of Content-Based Instruction and Task-Based tasks enabled students to link
language acquisition with meaningful content. Not only did this help increase their level of understanding
but also advanced critical thinking. They became better able to be critically aware of, and analyze, different
points of view, recognize the strengths and weaknesses in argument, and articulate their own ideas orally
and/or in writing. Differentiation and scaffolding techniques were effective in supporting learners of
varying ability. For lower-level students, having some structured guidance (sentence starters and visual
aids) served them, whilst higher-level students were able to reach deeper into the content by using words
and sentences that were more complicated. This allowed all the students to be able to participate in the tasks
according to their skills. These findings suggest that a well-designed lesson plan combining communicative,
task-based, and content-based approaches will have a significant effect on students' argumentative writing
skills along with critical thinking abilities. Secondly, such an approach not only increases the confidence,
autonomy, and overall academic literacy for the learners but also increases their independence as well as
support for overall academic literacy.

Literature review. The practice of lesson planning and curriculum development has been
acknowledged as the cornerstone of effective teaching and learning processes. As Farrell (2002) suggests,
when teachers develop systematic lesson plans, they can structure instructional content in order to predict
issues that students may face and prepare for consistent progression within the given learning sequences.
Glisan (1994) stresses on this, also, that clear and organized lesson plans enhance the management of the
classroom and enhance student engagement. Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) has gained
prominence as an approach in the area of instruction, which is based on linguistic interaction and active use
of language. This technique motivates students to take part in communication-based activities which
increases students’ fluency and confidence. Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) extends the teaching
to the “reality” of the language teaching situation, as learners are asked to solve real language tasks in the
language (Powersky & Kwon, 1996). These approaches are especially helpful in learning about new
productive activities such as speaking and writing. There is also an emphasis on Content-Based Instruction
(CBY) in the literature. Murphy (2018) contends that incorporating the study of the language as part of the
content of course work supports student motivation and deeper cognitive engagement. Language
proficiency and critical thinking can both be fostered by teaching the topic relevant to leamers.
Differentiation and scaffolding are of critical importance for meeting the various learners. Differentiation
Tomlinson (2001) considers differentiation to be teaching on the basis of the readiness, interests and
learning profile of the students. This methodology permits any and all students to access the material and
succeed in their learning. Scaffolding on the other hand, is giving students support (temporary support) in
leaming a new skill initially and removing the support as it is established, as the skill is mastered. Previous
studies have also emphasized the necessity of combining several language skills within one lesson. Ashcraft
(2014) points out that by incorporating activities of reading, writing, speaking, and listening, a more all-
encompassing language development can be achieved. This kind of synthesis is especially important when
teaching students argumentative writing; they are required to understand, analyze, construct logical
arguments, and communicate their ideas effectively. Collectively, the literature provides evidence that a
combination of communicative, task-based approach and content-based instruction, along with
differentiation and scaffolding, can contribute to the enhancement of linguistic and cognitive abilities in
EFL students. The present study is based on these theoretical pillars to create a lesson plan designed to
build students” argumentative writing and critical thinking skills.

Conclusion. This study supports the fact that, in order to teach English as a foreign language in
modern pedagogy, it is extremely important to plan and execute effective lesson plans, which is also based
on modern pedagogical methods. Using a lesson plan that involves Content-Based Instruction, Commu-
nicative Language Teaching, and Task-Based Language Teaching, a structured learning schedule was
developed which facilitated students’ ability to construct argumentative writing, as well as critical thinking.
Interactive activities (debates, text analysis and writing workshops) increased the student's level of
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