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KOHCTPYWUPOBAHUE MACKYJMHHOCTH: CPABHUTEJILHBIN AHAJIN3
AHIJIMIACKOTI'O ¥ Y3BEKCKOI'O MOJIOAEAKHOI'O CJIEHT A

Annomauus. Hecmompsi na mo, umo 2endep onpedensem s3uik08YI0 APUAMUSHOCHIb, KPOCC-KYlb-
MYpHbBIE UCCAEO08ANUS MACKYAUHHO20 MOTOOCHCHOZO CAeH2A OCIAIOMCs peOKumi. Jlannoe kavecmeeHHOe
CPAGHUMETbHOE UCCIEO08AHIE AHATUZUPYEM KOHCMPYUPOSAHIEe MACKYIUHHOCMU 8 AH2TUTCKOM U Y30ek-
CKOM MOTOOIHCHOM CeH2e HA OCHO8E OUHHBIX U3 COYCemeli, 2eliMUHE-NAAMPOPM U TUHLGUCTHUYE CKOTE -
mepamypul. Pe3ynomambl NOKA3b16a10M, 4MO XOMSL MYIHCCKOT CIeH2 6 0DOUX A3bIKAX opmupyem uoeH-
MUYHOCHIb, COTUOAPHOCTB 1 COYUATLHBIIL CIIAMYC, MPAeKMOpUL UX peanusayuu paziuyaiomes. Anenuiic-
KUTL CleHe Xapakmepuzyemesl Dblcmpoil 1eKCUYecKoll UHHOBAYUOHHOCBbIO U 2ubkocmbio. Hanpomus, y3-
OeKCKUTE MYICCKOTL CTIeH2 OCMACMCs NPUBSI3AHHBIM K MPAOUYUOHHBIM KYIbIYPHLIM HOPMAM, Oadice Hec-
MOMPS HA MO, YMO 2R00GIU3AYUS 1t YULPPOSUAYUS SHEOPIIOM 8 He20 8Ce DONbULe AH2TUICKUX 3aUMCME0-
eanuil. B koneunom umoze ucciedosanue NOKazvleaenm, Kax 2100anu3ayus CIuMyIupyem a3oik08yio KOH-
6epPeeHYUI0, OOHOBPEMEHHO COXPAHSIS KYTbIMYPHO-CReyuuieckie MoOeau KOMMYHUKAYUIL.

Kniouesvie c1o6a: mackyiunnocms, MOAOONHCHBIN CAEHE, COYUOTUHESGUCTIUKA, AHSTUTICKUT S3bIK,
V30exckuli A3vlK, A36IKOGAS 8APUAMUBHOCHb, 2EHOED, UOEHIMUYHOCb, OUCKY PC-AHAIUS.

Introduction. Language is a fundamental means through which individuals construct identity and
establish social relationships. Sociolinguistic research has demonstrated that language variation is
systematically influenced by social factors such as age, gender, and culture [11;112-115-b.]. Among these
variables, gender plays a critical role in shaping linguistic behavior, making the relationship between
language and gender a premier area of sociolinguistic inquiry.

Youth slang stands out as one of the most dynamic forms of language variation. It is characterized
by rapid lexical innovation, constant evolution, and its utility in expressing identity, solidarity, and social
status [7;42-b.]. The growth of digital communication has significantly accelerated the spread of slang
through global platforms such as TikTok, Instagram, Reddit, Telegram, and YouTube. Consequently,
English has become a primary global source of contemporary youth slang, influencing many regional
languages, including Uzbek [6;78-80-b.].

Masculinity is increasingly viewed as a socially constructed identity that is expressed through
performance, language, and interaction rather than as a purely biological characteristic [5; 71]. Male youth
slang therefore provides a valuable window into how young men linguistically negotiate confidence, group
solidarity, and social status. Previous studies suggest that male speakers frequently employ direct,
humorous, and competitive language to construct their masculine identity [9;134-136-b., 3;89-91-b.]. In
Uzbek linguistics, scholars have similarly emphasized the close relationship between language, culture, and
communication, highlighting the influence of social change on linguistic development [16;45-b., 13;22—
25-b., 14:67-b.].

Despite growing interest in youth language, comparative studies of masculinity in English and Uzbek
youth slang remain scarce. Therefore, this study examines the linguistic features and communicative
functions of male youth slang in both languages, exploring the influence of globalization and digital media
on contemporary masculine communication.

Literature review. The relationship between language and society has been a central focus of
sociolinguistic research for decades. Labov [11;180-184-b.] demonstrated that linguistic variation is
systematically structured by social factors such as age, gender, and social class, establishing the theoretical
foundation of variationist sociolinguistics. This seminal work highlighted that language reflects speakers'
social identities and immediate communicative contexts.

Research on language and gender was significantly advanced by Lakoff [12;53-56-b.], who argued
that linguistic differences between men and women are deeply shaped by socially constructed gender roles.
Expanding this perspective, Holmes [9;152—-155-b.] emphasized that male speakers often use language to
express status, competition, and solidarity, while Coates [3;94-96-b.| noted that humor, teasing, and verbal
play are defining features of male peer interaction. Similarly, Connell [5;77-81-b.] introduced the concept
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of hegemonic masculinity, suggesting that masculine identity is continuously constructed and expressed
through language and social practices.

Youth slang has also received considerable scholarly attention because of its role in identity
formation. Eble [7; 63-65] defines slang as an informal variety of language that strengthens group identity
and distinguishes insiders from outsiders. Likewise, Allan and Burridge [1; 24-26] argue that slang
performs expressive and social functions, enabling speakers to communicate complex attitudes, emotions,
and shared experiences. According to Crystal [6;92-b.], digital communication and social media have
accelerated the creation and global spread of slang, making English a major source of lexical borrowing
across diverse languages.

In Uzbek linguistics, Safarov [16;88-92-b.] emphasizes the importance of pragmatics in
understanding language use within its specific communicative context. Mahmudov [13:;54-58-b.]
highlights the intrinsic relationship between language, culture, and national identity, while Nurmonov [14;
104-106] argues that lexical innovation directly reflects ongoing social and cultural shifts. Their
foundational studies provide a valuable theoretical framework for examining contemporary youth slang in
Uzbekistan. Although previous research has explored sociolinguistics, gender, and slang independently,
comparative studies of masculinity in English and Uzbek youth slang remain limited. This study addresses
this gap by examining the lexical features, communicative functions, and sociocultural influences that shape
masculine slang in both languages.

Research methodology. 1. Research design. This study adopts a qualitative comparative research
design to examine the linguistic construction of masculinity in English and Uzbek youth slang. A qualitative
approach was selected because it enables an in-depth analysis of lexical choices, communicative functions,
and pragmatic strategies within their sociocultural contexts. Rather than focusing on the frequency of slang
expressions, the study investigates how language is employed by young male speakers to construct identity,
establish social relationships, and negotiate group membership. The research is grounded in comparative
sociolinguistics, allowing similarities and differences between English and Uzbek male youth slang to be
examined systematically. This approach provides insight into both universal characteristics of masculine
language and culture-specific linguistic practices.

2. Data collection. The linguistic data were collected from multiple sources to ensure authenticity
and diversity. English slang expressions were gathered from publicly available content on TikTok, Reddit,
Instagram, YouTube, Discord, and online gaming communities, where youth slang develops rapidly
through everyday interaction. Uzbek examples were collected from Telegram channels, Instagram pages,
TikTok videos, university students’ online communication, and other forms of digital discourse commonly
used by young speakers. To complement naturally occurring data, examples were also selected from
contemporary sociolinguistic studies and online slang dictionaries. Only lexical items that were widely
recognized among young speakers and actively used in contemporary communication were included in the
analysis.

3. Methods of analysis. The collected data were analyzed using four complementary methods.
Lexical analysis was employed to identify frequently occurring slang expressions and their meanings.
Semantic analysis examined the contextual meanings and semantic shifts associated with these expressions.
Pragmatic analysis focused on the communicative functions of slang, including solidarity, humor,
competition, evaluation, and identity construction. Finally, comparative analysis was conducted to identify
similarities and differences between English and Uzbek masculine slang. The interpretation of the findings
was informed by variationist sociolinguistics [11;201-205-b.], theories of language and gender [9;160-b.,
5:84-b.], and Uzbek pragmalinguistic approaches [16;114-b.].

Analysis and results. The analysis demonstrates that masculine youth slang in both English and
Uzbek serves as a linguistic resource for expressing solidarity, negotiating social status, constructing
masculine identity, and reinforcing peer-group relationships. Although globalization has contributed to the
increasing similarity of youth slang across languages, important cultural differences remain in the ways
masculinity is expressed through language.

1. Brotherhood and solidarity. One of the most prominent characteristics of male youth slang is
the expression of friendship and group solidarity. In both English and Uzbek, young men frequently employ
informal forms of address that reinforce interpersonal closeness and group identity.
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Table 1
Expressions of brotherhood

| English || Uzbek || Communicative Function |
| Bro || Brat || Friendship |
Homie Aka Group identity
My guy Do‘stim Solidarity
| Fam || O‘zimizniki || In-group membership |

Example (English): “Bro, you handled that situation perfectly.”

Example (Uzbek): “Brat, bugun zo‘r o ‘ynading.”

These expressions function primarily as markers of social affiliation rather than literal kinship. Their
frequent use reflects the importance of peer solidarity and mutual validation in male communication. As
noted in contemporary lexicographical projects, the cross-cultural evolution of terms like bro demonstrates
how traditional concepts of kinship are reshaped to serve immediate conversational goals and construct in-
group boundaries within male peer groups [15].

2. Competition and social status. The findings indicate that masculine slang frequently emphasizes
achievement, confidence, and social status. Such expressions are particularly common in sports, gaming,
and online discourse.

Table 2
Competition-Oriented Slang

| Expression || Meaning |
| GOAT || Greatest of All Time |
| Flex || Display achievements |
| Sigma || Independent and confident male |
| Alpha | Dominant individual |

W Success

L Failure
| 2ot || Excellent |
| Gapyo‘q || Outstanding |
| Krutoy || Cool, respected |

Example (English): “He's the GOAT. Nobody can beat him.”

Example (Uzbek): “Gap yo ‘g, bugungi o yining juda zo ‘r edi.”

These expressions reflect the weight of competition and peer recognition in constructing masculine
identities. Modern dictionaries highlight that acronimic innovations such as GOAT (Greatest of All Time)
have completely migrated into general urban speech to denote peak performance and hierarchy [2]. In the
Uzbek context, empirical data shows that even while adapting Russian loans (e.g., krufoy) or English
structural forms, male speakers utilize status slang significantly more often than female peers to claim social
dominance and peer prestige [10;14-b.].

3. Humor and verbal interaction. Humor represents another central feature of masculine
communication. Young men often employ slang to tease friends, create entertainment, and strengthen
interpersonal relationships. Common cross-cultural expressions include: clown, roast, troll, cringe, and
NPC (Non-Player Character).

Unlike direct insults, these expressions frequently function as forms of playful interaction that
reinforce rather than weaken social relationships [3;118-120-b.]. Within male friendship groups, humorous
teasing or ironizing behaviors serve as indicators of high familiarity, trust, and shared subcultural
knowledge.

4. Gaming and digital culture. Digital culture has become one of the most influential sources of
contemporary masculine slang. Online gaming communities have introduced numerous expressions that
have subsequently entered everyday conversation.

179









